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SUBJECT: BHAVE'S FAST CANCELLED 
REF: NEW DELHI 12863, NEW DELHI 12344 

1 . SAMACHAR REPORTED ON SEPTEMBER 8 THAT ACHARYA VINOBA 
BHAVE HAS CALLED OFF HIS ANTI-COW SLAUGHTER CAMPAIGN AND 
CANCELLED AN INDEFINITE FAST ON THAT ISSUE WHICH HE HAD 
ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR HIS BIRTHDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 

ACCORDING TO THE SAMACHAR STORY, WHICH WAS FRONT PAGE NEWS 
IN THE SEPTEMBER 9 DELHI PRESS, BHAVE SAID THE PROBLEM 

HAS BEEN LARGELY SOLVED. HE IS DESCRIBED AS TELLING 
REPORTERS THAT HE WOULD BEGIN TAKING NORMAL FOOD ON 
SEPTEMBER 1 1 . HE HAD REDUCED HIS INTAKE LAST APRIL. THE 
SAMACHAR STORY STRESSES BHAVE'S THANKS TO MRS. GANDHI FOR 
HER ROLE. UNION HOME MINISTER BRAHMANANDA REDDY EXPRESSED 
HIS HAPPINESS OVER THE DECISION. THE MINISTER SAID HE WAS 
GLAD THAT THE STATE GOVERNMENTS WHICH HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
HAD HONORED BHAVE'S WISHES. REDDY GAVE FULL CREDIT TO MRS. 
GANDHI WHO HAD PERSUADED THE STATE GOVERNMENTS TO HEED THE 
ADVISE OF THE CENTER. 

2. THE SIGNED STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO BHAVE WAS CARRIED IN 
FEWER PAPERS. HE REPORTEDLY GIVES CREDIT TO THE FOLLOWING 
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GANDHI; AND INDIRA GANDHI. THE STATEMENT CONCLUDES: "THE 
FIRST THREE ARE IN HEAVEN. INDIRAJI IS ON EARTH. THANKS TO 
INDIRAJI. RAM HARI." 

3. COMMENT: WE DON'T BELIEVE THE PM'S SPEECH WRITERS 

COULD HAVE DONE MUCH BETTER HAD THEY DRAFTED THE STATEMENT 

THEMSELVES. THEY MIGHT HAVE REVERSED THE ORDER OF PRAISE, 

BUT NO MORE. ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT BE CERTAIN, WE BELIEVE THE 
CANCELLATION REDUCES BHAVE’S STATURE IN THE EYES OF THE 
POLITICALLY ASTUTE. HE APPEARS NOW TO BE A WEAK REED, TIMID 
AND VACILLATING, AND NO MORE IMMUNE TO THE PRESSURES FROM 
NO. 1 SAFDARJANG THAN ANYONE ELSE. AN OPPOSITION MP COULD 
TELL US JUST YETERDAY THAT BHAVE’S FAST WILL CERTAINLY BE 
DIRECTED AGAINST THE EMERGENCY AS WELL AS AGAINST COW 
SLAUGHTER, BUT THE ACHARYA IS NOW SATISFIED, AND HAS CALLED 
HIS WORKERS OFF. RESULT: ONE MORE DEFEAT FOR THE OPPOSITION. 

NO SERIOUS OBSERVER BELIEVES FEWER COWS WILL BE SLAUGHTERED. 
A FEW OF INDIA'S POOREST MAY NOW PAY A LITTLE MORE FOR 
PROTEIN. END COMMENT. SAXBE 
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